Managing toxicities in pelvic malignancies.
Pelvic malignancies, including bladder, prostate, and gynecologic cancers, are typically treated with some form of radiation therapy. Reducing radiation-related toxicities in these patients is important for maintaining good quality of life as survival rates increase and also for directly affecting cure rates by reducing delays in radiotherapy. Amifostine (Ethyol) has been shown to reduce rectal bleeding in patients with prostate cancer treated with radiation therapy, prevent radiation-related dermatitis, and provide widespread mucosal protection without adversely affecting local or distant tumor control.